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 MINUTES OF A SPECIAL MEETING OF THE BOARD OF 

DIRECTORS OF THE NORTH WELD COUNTY WATER DISTRICT 

 

 Held: January 10, 2025, at 8:30 A.M.   

 

 The meeting was conducted via teleconference. 

 

ATTENDANCE The meeting was held in accordance with the laws of the State of 

Colorado. The following directors were in attendance: 

 

 Nels Nelson, Treasurer  

Anne Hennen, Assistant Secretary (via teleconference) 

Matt Pettinger, Assistant Secretary 

Scott Cockroft, Secretary 

 

Tad Stout was absent and excused. 

 

 Also present were Eric Reckentine and Garrett Mick, General 

Manager of the District; Zachary P. White, Esq., WHITE BEAR 

ANKELE TANAKA & WALDRON; Jamie Dickinson, Spencer Fane, 

District special counsel; Jan Sitterson, Water Resources; Wendy 

Greenwald, The Solution PR; Dairy owners/operators represented 

by counsel, Michael Plachy, and members of the public included 

on Attachment 1. 

 

ADMINISTRATIVE 

MATTERS 

 

 

Call to Order  The meeting was called to order at 8:33 A.M. 

 

Declaration of Quorum and 

Confirmation of Director 

Qualifications 

 

Mr. Reckentine noted that a quorum for the Board was present and 

that the directors had confirmed their qualifications to serve. 

  

Reaffirmation of Disclosures 

of Potential or Existing 

Conflicts of Interest 

Mr. White advised the Board that, pursuant to Colorado law, 

certain disclosures might be required prior to taking official action 

at the meeting. Mr. White reported that disclosures for those 

directors that provided WHITE BEAR ANKELE TANAKA & 

WALDRON with notice of potential or existing conflicts of interest, 

if any, were filed with the Secretary of State’s Office and the 

Board at least 72 hours prior to the meeting, in accordance with 

Colorado law, and those disclosures were acknowledged by the 

Board. Mr. White inquired into whether members of the Board 

had any additional disclosures of potential or existing conflicts of 

interest about any matters scheduled for discussion at the meeting. 

The remaining Directors reviewed the agenda for the meeting and 

confirmed that they have no additional conflicts of interest in 

connection with any of the matters listed on the agenda.  
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Discussion: Commercial 

Sector Work Sesson on Plant 

Investments, Water 

Allocations, and Surcharges 

Ms. Dickinson started the discussion by introducing the District’s 

intentions for the meeting, primarily to hear and understand the 

issues facing the commercial sector. 

 

Mr. Plachy presented the serious issues his dairy clients face as a 

result of the policy decisions of the District, and indicated his hope 

is to come to a win/win solution for the District and dairies.  He 

presented to the Board regarding the slides attached hereto as 

Attachment 2. 

 

Tom Herrin presented to the Board the history of the dairy 

business in Weld County. 

 

Adrien Diepersloot presented to the Board the history of 

Wolfcreek Dairy and his understanding about agreements with the 

District. 

 

Mr. Plachy addressed the Board regarding surcharge language in 

Letters of Intent and expressed the belief that such language is 

incorporated into the final water services agreement signed by the 

District. 

 

Juan Valez presented to the Board the history of Aurora Organic 

Dairy and his understanding about agreements with the District.  

He indicated that Aurora Organic Dairy pays approximately 

$2,000,000 annually in surcharge payments to the District. 

 

Casey DeHaan presented to the Board regarding Great Western 

Dairy and Summit Dairy.  He stated he believes the District’s 

policies make livestock and dairy operations unsustainable. 

 

Mr. Plachy addressed the Board and described the impacts of the 

surcharge policies on the dairies, including: 

 

1. Surcharges are never ending 

2. Surcharges are punitive 

3. Surcharges threaten the viability of businesses, cause 

losses in jobs, and labor 

4. Surcharges impact financing opportunities. 

Mr. Plachy noted that the dairies want some kind of credit and 

allocations related to the surcharges they pay. 

 

Eldon Marrs presented to the Board regarding the Marrs Milky 

Way Dairy. 

 

BREAK 
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ATTACHMENT 1 
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ATTACHMENT 2 
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